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The Sulhvan wou.nty
Commlssmn was- harshly cnt1c1zed

and commissioners were: asked 40+
P

. councilor duritig"

step dovvn by a. Claremont
d Newport a public hearing
‘Tuesday: on- the

commlssmns $27.3¢ “pailliois’ pro-

- posed: budgét for: figeal 2009 that -
includes a 32 percent ifieredse: in:

“the amount to be raised- by taxes.
“How in the world can: you pro-

to:add insult:to- injury;: you . give: .
‘yourself a 1:5: percent ralse Where i
.is-the logieim this? "

‘constltuentsﬁ 376 very. concerned:
about the approachmg winter:

‘have to- choqse.
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pose a 32 percent mcrease on:the
backs of people who.can’t-pay their.
bills? councilor Jeff Goff-said. “And«-x;

. Goff told: t_h ( mlmssmn that hls : wl

Cynthla Sweeney -has sqmn
“dered taxpayer ¢ dollars by no’r seek

ing the best interest rates for tav
nt1c1pat10n notes, or TAN Dm’m&
" sach fiscal yedr, the couit; i
money to:pay bll.s and repaysithe

“See COUNCILOR - Page Af

.iob?
fageS

months andthat miany: of them will
etween buymg
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loans When-taxes

and the treasurer could have
saved-six figures over the past
two years,” Goff sald “It’s uncon-
scxonable P

“Tidid some'qwck calcula‘mons roll.

SrHioon, Sweeney“
mﬂhon TAN to’

“Tes going to take at least afull

. week to" get'-the paperwork

through the bank,” Sweeney said.
Sweeney ' admitted ‘that she
has nevér used'a formal blddmg

process when' borrowmg ‘Toney.
-She said-she woild usually call
" several banks and ask for the
‘ gomg rate beforechoosing oiie.

““I meke phone*calls, but I

never sent ‘out formal ‘bids ”‘

,Sweeney said.

‘Rep. **'Ray Gagnon D-

Feg were acqmred

process could take ag long as 30
days with another week added to
get. the loan ‘paperwork ready. -
She sald she was ‘concerned that

4IPs “Yabout transparency”
Gagnon said: “Tt’s” about being

"open in-government.”

Sweeney said she was very

-concerned ‘that the TAN for the
‘next fiscal year was reduced to $3

million because’ the amount for

payroll W'111 exceed th total
amount of the TAN.

" “Just the payroll alone ing
to be $4,250,000 from July to
December,” Sweeney said. "

‘The finance cornmittee decided
to allow Sweeney to returnat a
later ‘date and' request more
fimding, should she need it; The

“committee also said she could use

a portion of the $1 million left on
thee current $4- million TAN that
was borrowed earlier this year to

‘make payroll, should the bidding -

process not be completed by the

‘July 9 payroll
e *'Claremont, ‘said he was very dis- -
ed appomted with: the Way TANs

“The finance committee is -cur-

rently working on its: proposed

budget. Once that process is com-

-pléte, the full delegation ‘will
‘meet at the county convention
‘and vote on a final budget.

Aaron Aldridge  can be
reached at (. 800) 545-0347 ext.

139, or by ‘email -at
aaldridge@eaglefimes:com.



